








THE NORWICH 
Theatrical Observer. 


No. ¥ —Printed and Sold by P. Cranefeld Bethel Street.—1d. 
“« Nothing extenuate, or set down aught in Malice.” 
On Saturday, February 10th, 1827, was performed the Comedy 
: OF THE 


PBOFOEAD WIIBWALWDEI 
After which, a Nautieal Drama, interspersed with Music, called The 


‘PILOT. 


Tuk elegant Comedy of the Provoked Husband, embracing five 
Acts, was the joint production of Sir John Vanbrugh and Colley 
Cibber, it was first acted at Drury Lane, in the year 1728, and had 
a run of thirty-six sueeessive nights —-Its representation was given 
to a Norwich audienee on Saturday night. 

Mr. Arlan’s personation of Lord Townly was very respectable, 
more particularly in the fifth aet; throughout the piece he ap- 
posted never to forget that Lord Townly is a. perfect gentleman, . 

1is_remonstrance with Lady Townly in that particular passage, 
» beginning thus: — “ Ungrateful woman ! soul you have seen 
yourself, you in yourself; had , seem her.—I am amazed pur-legis- 
lature-has left no precédent of a divorce, for this more visible in= 
jury, this adultery of the mind, as wellas.of the person,” was finely 
and most emphatically delivered. .In the first scene of the Play, 
Mr. Arlan was dull and insipic. The opéning speech was quite _ 
in the style of Hamlet's’ Solilequy. This gentleman possesses a “ 
good figure, hetreads the: stage well, and ts strictly attentive and 
- watchful to his duty, his forte, however, is not, in genteel Comedy, 
Héis of the Kean school, witkout the growl, and what is better, he 
disdains being copyist. 

Mrs. Hannam inthe character of Lady Townly, was not the 
fine lady of quality she ought to have been, she dresses udcom- 
monty’ well, but there was a want of vivacity and dignity abouther, 
that made her personation, tiresome until the fifth act ; when in the 
last scene} ‘wherein she is stung with anger and. remorse, by the 
reproaches of “her husband, she displayed considerab gnergy 
and‘now‘and then a burst of impassioned feeling highly cr@@itable 
* to her Talents. 

Mr. Smith looked too old for the partiof Mr, Manly, he ought 
to have been, dressed in a blue dress-coat, lined with white silk, 
wlrite waistcoat, black silk breeches; Black stockings, and dress 


hat, he would, have looked, inl younger, as it was, he 
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was more ip the character of old Thoroughgood in Gegrye Barn- 
well, than Mr. Manly in the Provoked Husbond. 

Miss Williams as Lady Grace, enactedher character with great 
modesty and goodsense. In melo-drama she possesses.cgnsider- 
able merit, and is always respectable in every thing she tindertakes 

Mr. G. Smith as Count asset, did not adhere to the costume 

in. one single degree, he went through his part, as he always does, 
im-a bustle, and totally failed in displaying that intriguing spirit, 
which marks the. conduct of Count Basset, throughont the whole 
onlay. 
' r. Wharton was not “ at home” in Sir Francis Wronghead, 
he looked sulky throughout all he had to do, and in the first three 
acts he was dressed more after the manner of a Spanish Friar, then 
an old English Knight, and Member of Parliament, . 

Mrs Baker as the Hoyden Miss Jenny, was excellent, we wish 
we could say as much for her husband, as the young Squire, for 
lout as the character is really drawn, yet ‘the author's never in- 
tended he should be that consummate fool that Mr. Baker made of 
it. “We forgot to mention that Mr. George Smith in the second 
act, threw the letter down at Lady Wronghead’s feet, stariny at 
her full in the face, instead of dropping it as by accident. 

Mr. Sherwin, as John Moody, was very clever, and quite in 
character, there is not another actor perhaps, in the kingdom, that 
can rival him with the exception of Liston. 

‘Mrs. Watkinson as Lady Wronghead, made us deeply regret 
the loss of the jastly celebrated Mrs. Jones, the culy persen 
left to perform this part as it ought to be, is Mrs Davenport of 
Covent Garden. . 

The remainder of the Dramatis Persona where filled up asusnal, 
and requires no comment. The house was very thinly attended 
until the third act. 


The Nautical Drama of the Pilot. 


Tnis piece written for the Adelphi ‘Theatre, appears to be a fa- 
vorite with the Norwich Audience, for our parts we are at a loss tu 
make either head or tail of it. ‘The Scenery painted by THORNE, 
is most beautiful, and the storm at sea, is well managed, but as 
for plot, counterplot, or dialogue, nothing can exceed such a jum- 
ble of aksurdities, and glaring improbabilities. The reflections 
_cast upon the American Army, and the People generally, of that 
Republic, are disgraceful in the extreme. Mr. Ballsas Long Tom 
Cokin, was very good, but poor Mr. Arlan! we pity him, in bein 
obliged to figure away in such a mass of rubbish—We witsl- 
ways be justand generous to the Ladies, but we must say, as our 
duty enjoins, that the singing throughout this piece (if singing: it 
ix called,) wasthe vilest concert in imitation of cats on the house- 
top in a frosty night's serenade we ever heard. ; 

What are the Mayor's Officers, about that they cannot, or will 
uot preserve decent order in'the Gallery and Slips? some person 
threw half an orange on the ‘stage, Which strack Mr. Balls on the 
face on Saturday night. (sharti¢:} 
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A GLUPIQVB 
On Monday Night’s Performance, Feb, 12th. 1827. 


MACBETH. 


Tuts justly celebrated Tragedy, which stands as an everlasting monument to the 
meniory of Shakspeare, and which is an honor to human nature, to find {a it all the 
truly good and. great arrayed on the side of religion and morality, was on Monday 
night acted here with considerable credit.—Mr. Arlan, as Macbeth, and Miss 
Lawrence, as Lady Macbeth, having assigned to them, for the first time, at this 
Tieatre, those difficult and important characters. Wefore we write a single syllable 
as to the merits of the various Performers, we will say a few words as to the stage 
management, or rather mismanagefient. On this particular night, in Act the Ist, 
Scene the Srd, at the second mecting of the witches, the thunder and lightning was 
omitted, whereby the supernatural effect was destroyed. When the military march 
is heard, preceding the entry ot Macbeth, the lamps in front of the stage should 
have been raised gradually, so as to have been full up at the moment when MaczetHu 
enters, instead of which, they were up from the very first, which spoiled the scene 
entiely. Again: the Standard of Macheth was omitted, and the advance of the 
procession a miserable show. On the entrance of Macduff, Lennox, and Seyton, 
on the morning succeeding the murder of Duncan, the Lamps should have been, 
asa matter of course, all up, instead of which they were all down, and the effeet 
again lost. The whole of the first scene (and avery tnteresting one it is,) in Act the 
Third, was ent out. ' The Banquet scene was finely displayed ; the Gothic screen 
behind the throne, exeented by that{ingenious artist Mr JHORNE, and displayed 
for the first time, was truly magnificent. The Ist, 2nd, and 3rd, apparitions that 
ought to rise out of the Cauldron in the first scene of the fourth Act, was shamefully 
managed, it was wholly impossible for any person to have seeu them from the Pit, 
as they were made to ascend through a trap behind the Cauldron, whieh entirely hid 
them from the view, even of the audience in the dress circle. Toconclude, nothing 
could have heen a greater burlesque than Malcolm’s address to his army, formed 
of the materials of Stix vilely diilled supernumeraries ; it was laughable enough to 
hear Malcolm in Stentorian voice, address them thus: ‘* Let every Soldier, hew 
him down a bough, and bear’t before him ; thereby shall we shadow the numbers of our 
host an :>naie discovery err in report of us.” 

We must now proeced to make our remarks on the Dramatis Persone, Mr. Arlan 


“at the first commencement of the Tragedy, appeared to labonr under a severe cold, 


but his power of mind and body, were so ably exerted, that it was not apparent 
after the first halfhoar. ‘The celebrated passage at the opening of the 7th scene, 
in Act Ist, beginning “* If it were done, when ’tis done, then ’twere well, if it were 
done quichly,” was finely given, indeed we never heard it better delivered since the 
days of John Kemble. In the dagger scene, he was not so effective, it was too la- 
boured a performance, butin that part of the first Scene, Act 2nd, wherein the mur- 
der of Du..can is discovered to him, commencing with, ‘* Who can be wise, amazed, 
temperate, and furious, loyal anc neutral, in a moment? no man,” was a master- 
piece of eloquei.ce, and was rewarded as it deserved, with three rounds of 
applause. Mr. Arlanis by no means a good fencer, he is not afraid of the sword, 
far from it, but he does not parry the thrusts cleverly, his dying scene was good, but 
he let fallhis weapon of detence tov suddenly ; on the whole, however, the character 
has never been acied so wellon our boards tor twenty years past ; his Kingly Robes 
were magnificently superb, superior to any thing we ever witnessed on the boards 
of a provincial Theatre. 

Miss Lawrence as Lady Macheth.—This lady possezes a fine figure, and is altoge- 
ther a very handsome woman, and an acquisition to the stage., She has, however, by 
no means a face of tragic outline, or expression ; her voice is clear and sonorus, and 
she treads the stagé well—she is certainly not equal to Mrs. Sloman in the perso- 
nation of Lady Macbeth, but at any rate, quite as good as Mrs. Bunn of. Drary 
Lane.— Her dress in the Queen was elegantly rich. : 

Mr. Balls was respectable in Macduff, he wants, however, a little tuition from that 
great masterepiece of excellence in the character—Charles Kemble, Mr. Balls is 
toe rapid in the utterance of various sentences, and we beg him to believe, that we 
consider it a piece of affectation in him, (for he knows better), in pronouncing the 
words: Thane, Thene, face, fece, nation, nition, children, shildren, slain, sleen, and 
tront, fruxt; he wont find these corruptions in Shakspeare. Mr. Balls is a most 
useful Actor, and is in possession of no mean abilities, but he is careless, and must, 
and shall be told of it. iv ’ 

Mr.George Smith as Malcolm, wants to curb his yoice, his declamation is too im- 
petuous, he is always'Very’ t in his part, and would be submit patiently to 
now and then a little censtire on certain defects he has, and take a lesson from it, 
he might do better than he now does. 
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Mr. Clifford as the Physician, bad oa an old pair of rusty tanned boots, tops and 


bottoms alike, where infheaven’s name did he getthem! could not the wardrobe of 


the ‘Theatre, as it had provided him with a suit of black, find up also a pair of black 
silk stockings. — is + " 

Mr. Harrison as Hecate, was beyond all endurance, bad, wewit! not condescend 
so far, as to say one word more. ‘The chorusses were tolerably well executed, but 
there wants. more Bass in the band to render them effective, Miss Phillips’ singing 
was delightful. 


The. House was miserably thin until the Third Act.—After Macheth, followed a 
“new Aftter-pcice interspersed with Music, called, 


Before Breakfast. 

Tnis is a lively little Farce, and no doubt willbecome a great favourite through 
the good acting of ‘Mr. Balls, who cleverly sjpports three characters, and acquits 
himself of the suties of all, in a'very creditable manner; our limits will not allowus 
to make any particular observations, only that Mr. Ralls made a better Frenchman 
of it than'a Scotsman, in many parts he loa the dialect entirely. Mr. Wharton as 

a 


Sir William ‘Buffer, and Mr, Beachain Major Havannah, where both in them- 
selves excellent. 





On Wednesday, February 14th, |827, will be performed the 
Petite Comedy of 


Love and Laiigh ; or, all at Coventry. 


- Timothy, Mr. BALLS.—Bramble, Mr WHARTON. 
Ramble, Mr. G. SMITH.——Lively, Vr. HARRISON. 
Gabblewig, Mr. SHERWIN.—Tommy Mr. BA Kk ER. 
Red Tail, Mr. BEACHAM.—Grewory, Mr. WILKINSON. 
Dora; Mrs. HAMERTON ——Catherine, Miss WILLIAMS. 


APVVAVALE1T WAN 


eiiatial After which, a Domestic Melo-Drama, called i 
LUKE THE LABOURER, 
Luke the Labourer, Mr SHERWIN.—Wakefield, Mr. SMITH. 
..,,.. “quire Chace,Mr. WILKINSON; | 
Charles Maydew, Mr. G.SMI'TH.Phitip (the lost'son) Mr. BALLS 
: Bobby ‘Trott, Mr. BAKER.-—Thomas Mr. HAMERTON. 
Ploughtail, Mr. HARRISON, + Michael, Mr. BEACH AM. 
Dick, Mr. NICHOLS. 
Clara (with a song’) Miss PHILLIPS,—Jenny, Mrs. BAKER. 
Datue Wakefield, Mrs. WATKINSON. 





RULVELAVUVATANY WD 


A ‘Comic Song, by Mr. Baker. 


AVOWED 0400 


To conclude with a Musical Farce, called 


WOSIUN As 


Mr. Belville, Mr. WILLIAMSON.—Rustic, Mr. D. SMITH. 
Captain Belville, Mr. HARRISON—William, Mr, BAKER. 
Irishman, 477. HAMERTON, 

Rosina, Miss PHILLIPS.—Phoebe; Mrs, D. SMITH. 
Porcas; Mrs. WATKINSON, 

Remauks.-—We soheri the tavurs of ¢ orrespondents.—a 1 hints will be thank- 
fully received. We-are quite sure, when our Readers look at the quantity of matter 
contained in this our first number, and ‘compare it with the Frice, they must be 


convinced, that we do not write tor ‘ base liere,” our object is a nobler aim ; we 
write to correct the abuses which exist, in the hope of producing a salutary Reform. 
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